
Dear community,

It is with deep pain and profound concern that we confront events we have feared

and warned about for the past several years. 

Our condolences to the families of those who were murdered and praying for a

speedy recovery of all injured. 

Repeatedly, our community has raised alarms that insufficient action was being taken

to address the growing threat of antisemitism and extremism in Australia.

Six months after the release of the Special Envoy’s report on antisemitism, and

despite its clear recommendations, there has been no meaningful action by the

government. During this period, unchecked demonstrations were permitted under the

banner of free speech, while our community’s fundamental right to live in safety and

peace was neglected. Incitement, vilification, and demonisation were allowed to

proliferate—our concerns either dismissed or met with statements of condemnation

that amounted to little more than empty words.

The time has come for our community to demand, without apology, the consistent

enforcement of the law against incitement—whether it occurs at public

demonstrations, on social media, in places of worship, or elsewhere.

It is also imperative that the broader Australian public understands that extremist

ideologies do not threaten only the Jewish community. They pose a serious risk to the
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very fabric of Australia’s liberal democratic society. History has shown, in Europe and

elsewhere, that when antisemitism is tolerated, wider societal harm inevitably

follows.

We are now six months on from the antisemitism report, with no tangible

government response and only repetitive, hollow statements from national leaders.

This failure sends a deeply troubling message. It demands that our community re-

examine outdated assumptions and recognise that the world has changed.

There must be a far more serious and coordinated effort by security and intelligence

agencies to monitor and address the activities of extremist groups and terrorist

organisations operating in or influencing Australia, including those that exploit

democratic freedoms, embed themselves within institutions, and use social media

manipulation, foreign funding, and the language of human rights to disguise agendas

that undermine democratic values and fuel antisemitism.

Australians must develop a clearer understanding of the ideological frameworks and

strategies used by extremist movements, and of the long-term consequences of

allowing the targeting of Jews to go unchallenged. Protecting the Jewish community

is inseparable from protecting Australia’s social cohesion, safety, and liberal values.

At the same time, we must acknowledge with clarity and integrity that extremism

does not represent entire communities. Acts of courage and humanity—such as those

shown today when a Muslim individual intervened to stop further harm—remind us

that solidarity and shared values still exist. With decisive leadership, appropriate

resourcing, and a willingness to rise above narrow political interests, there remains

hope for Australia to uphold its promise of a fair, multicultural society that lives in

genuine harmony.

We cannot remain silent, nor can we retreat from the public sphere. Confronting

extremism requires strategy, collaboration, and sustained analysis. It requires moral

clarity and the courage to act.

As we celebrate Hanukkah, we are reminded that light must be actively defended

against darkness. We must not bury our heads in the sand. We must confront hatred

wherever it appears—confident that, through resolve and unity, light will prevail.

Am Yisrael Chai.

Ayal Marek

President ARZA

Australia
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