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Your gift for future generations

Secure the financial future of TBI and ensure
that TBI continues to serve the community
today and beyond by making membership
accessible to all for this generation, the next
and the next.
The TBI L’dor Va’dor Foundation’s mission is to inspire philanthropy and provide
opportunities for the community to support TBI by making donations and
bequests to the Foundation.
You can make a real difference and ensure TBI continues to be the premier
progressive synagogue in Melbourne for which it has always been renowned.
We value the generous support of our community and recognise that any
contribution is significant to the future of TBI. We are very grateful for the
support we receive. Every gift makes a difference.
For more information about how you may support the future of TBI through
donations and bequests, please learn more at tbifoundation.org.au
or call our Foundation Chair Robert Hershan on (03) 9510 1488

Under Rabbi Gary J Robuck’s direction, the synagogue is working hard in 2022
to both increase the number of classes available and to enhance the depth of
what is on offer for adult Jewish learners. In this booklet you will find a host of
new courses and programs devoted to the study of Jewish history, literature,
Jewish thought, synagogue skills, Hebrew, Israel and Zionism, and Progressive
Judaism, and new formats (e.g. Table for Eight, Circle Discussions) that we hope
will engage you.
Look for additional opportunities to explore Jewish culture and spirituality.
Our aim is to encourage the formation of new affinity groups to bring people
together for discussions on a number of diverse and engaging topics and to
experience Jewish life in new and interesting ways.
In response to suggestions made by our members, many class offerings will be
held during daytime hours and at no cost to our members1. When desired, some
classes may be available on Zoom (Melbourne time).

See you around the campus!

Rabbi Gary J Robuck

1
TBI believes that high-quality Jewish education is a privilege of membership.
Wherever possible, there is no additional charge for participation in classes offered at TBI.
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At Temple Beth Israel, lifelong learning is key to
everything we do. From primary school classes,
family and parents’ groups, B’nei Mitzvah
instruction, introductory courses for those
wanting to learn more about Judaism, weekly
Torah study, Hebrew training and Jews in the
News, TBI seeks to provide for the educational
interests of all its members.

RABBINIC LITERATURE

Parashat Hashavua (Study of the Weekly Torah Portion)
with Rabbi Gary J Robuck

The Responsa of Rabbi Ephraim Oshry
with Dr Simon Holloway

Shabbat mornings at 9.00-9.45am in the Friedlander Cultural Centre
(Zoom if desired)

Thursday evenings 7.00-8.30pm
Six consecutive weekly sessions, 28 April-2 June

Join the rabbi for a lively, interactive exploration of the weekly Torah portion.
Identify the texts’ most prominent characters, questions, conflicts and “big
ideas”. Using a range of rabbinic commentary, grapple with the parashah’s big
questions and emerge with useful and inspiring lessons proceeding directly
from the text.

Many examples endure of the physical and spiritual resistance demonstrated by
the Jews of Europe during the Shoah. This course will examine just one.
Rabbi Ephraim Oshry was 27 years old when his Lithuanian town of Slobodka
was set upon by the Nazis on June 25, 1941.

Haftarot: The portions from the Prophets
with Rabbi Fred Morgan
(In partnership with the Leo Baeck College, London) 2
We will explore the haftarah as a rabbinic invention and engage in deep
readings of selected haftarot in order to tease out their relation to Torah,
to prophecy and to Jewish life. Live, online course.
Tuesday evenings at 7.00 - 8.30pm
May 17, 24, 31, June 7, 14, 21 (via Zoom)
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BIBLICAL LITERATURE

Rabbi Oshry, who would miraculously survive the war, was one of a number of
rabbis who documented the events of the Holocaust. On scraps of paper, he
recorded halachic questions put to him along with his learned responses, later
burying them in the ghetto. Hear the extraordinary story of Rabbi Oshry’s faith
and courage and examine the extraordinary Responsa that emerges from
that time.

HEBREW INTENSIVES
Hebrew for Beginners/Taking the Next Step Continuum
with Karen Rosauer
Monday evenings at 7.00-9.15pm (with a 15-minute break)3

The Haftarah Project 2022
Sunday 27 March at 10.00am-12.00pm
Calling all synagogue scholars! Rabbis Levi, Morgan and Robuck are joining
forces to coordinate the publication of a book featuring newly translated,
specially edited, haftarot written by you for use in shul throughout the
year. Following an orientation session with the rabbis, participants will
work independently to compose an instructive, inspiring haftarah text and
commentary based upon their B’nei Mitzvah Shabbat or on any one of the
weekly or festival haftarot.

A separate cost is associated with this course. See advertisement in TBI’s weekly newsletter.

2
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TBI offers Hebrew classes for beginners through to more advanced, with the
courses designed for English-speaking adults who primarily encounter the
Hebrew language through Jewish religious life (prayers, Torah readings, the
blessings and rituals of Jewish home observances, and words or phrases from
Jewish culture).
Series 1: Hebrew for Beginners 2-30 May (five sessions)
Series 2: Taking the Next Step Continuum
(Prayerbook and Tanach Hebrew) 24 October-14 November

3

This class attracts a fee.
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Are Jews funny? What makes a joke Jewish?
Who can make Jewish jokes? Let’s look at the
relationship between Jews and comedy in the
20th century, considering larger issues around
how humour and jokes work.
JEWISH HISTORY
Thursday evenings at 7.00-8.00pm

Jews and the Modern World with David Slucki
(6 weeks, Term 3)
This course traces the history of the Jews since the 17th century until the
present day, a period that historians describe as ‘the modern period’. It traces
the emergence of Jews from medieval ghettos in Europe into a modern, global
people that is culturally, linguistically, religiously, and politically diverse.

Jews & Comedy: Serious Business
(5 weeks, Term 4)
Are Jews funny? What makes a joke Jewish? Who can make Jewish jokes?
Jews have been at the forefront of comedy, particularly in the United States.
This course will look at the relationship between Jews and comedy in the
20th century, considering larger issues around how humour and jokes work,
the centrality of comedy in modern Jewish culture, and how Jewish comedians
have shaped modern Jewish culture.
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PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM

Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning

Fifty Years of Women Rabbis: The Herstory of Women’s
Rabbinic Leadership with Rabbi Esther Jilovsky, PhD
(Temple Sinai, Wellington, New Zealand)

(3-in- 1 Core Course)
Tuesday evenings at 7.00pm, beginning 15 February4

Instructors: Rabbi Gary J Robuck, Cantor Michel Laloum
1	Rhythms of Jewish Life
Discover the meaning and importance of these rituals, practices, and
moments as you take a year-long journey through the year cycle, lifecycle,
traditions, and practices that bind us together. Explore not just the whats
and hows of Jewish living, but the whys that go with them.

2	Purposes of Jewish Life
Find out why Jews believe and behave as they do? Ethics of Jewish Living:
Learn how Judaism can shed light on contemporary problems like gender
rights and stem cell research. Crossroads of Jewish History: Discover how
Jewish history is relevant to us today5.

3	Living Judaism
Living Judaism neatly complements our Melton course and is a hands-on
immersion for candidates for conversion, their partners and their families.
Enjoy excursions, model Shabbat tables, Seder experiences and much more.

Jewish Festivals: Meaning and Music
with Rabbi Gary J Robuck
Two sessions each prior to Pesach, Shavuot and the Yamim Noraim
Thursday evenings at 7.30-9.00pm
Beginning with Pesach 24 and 31 March
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INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM (GEIRUT)

August 2022 (via Zoom)
2022 marks 50 years since the ordination of Rabbi Sally J Priesand at the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, the first woman ordained by
a rabbinical seminary. In this four-part course, we will study the contribution of
women rabbis to Jewish life over the past five decades. We will also learn about
the life and career of Rabbi Regina Jonas z”l, the first woman rabbi,
who was privately ordained in 1935 in Berlin and a colleague of TBI’s
Rabbi Herman Sanger z”l before he came to Melbourne. The course will also
explore how the experience of women rabbis continues to shape 21st century
Progressive Judaism.

Progressive Judaism: History and Beliefs
with Rabbi Gary and Jocelyn Robuck
Thursday 27 October at 12.00pm and 7.30pm
(same session offered at two convenient times)
How many times have you been required to describe the differences between
Orthodoxy and Progressive Judaism? How many times have you had to explain
its values and beliefs, to defend its authenticity and legitimacy? This one-hour
PowerPoint course will look at the history and founders of Reform (Progressive
Judaism) in Germany, in America and here in Australia. Each participant
will receive a copy of Living Judaism, a handsome pamphlet describing the
meaning of our Progressive Judaism’s most cherished values.

Join in the focussed study of the laws and customs, songs and spirit of
the festivals in the weeks prior to their observance. Utilising customised
PowerPoint slides prepared by the rabbi, dive into the primary sources behind
the holiday and consider ancient and new understandings that promise to make
your observance “pop” this year.

To learn about how you can get started in our Introduction course or for questions about conversion,
contact Judit at judit.kegly@tbi.org.au. Costs apply.
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From the Melton website. TBI is proud of its partnership with the Melton School. This three-part course
(Rhythms, Purposes and Jewish Living) are part of the requirements for conversion for students at TBI.
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Israel at 75: A Miracle in our Midst
with Peta Pellach Jones live from Jerusalem
Sunday evenings at 7.30pm on 1, 8, 15, 22 May (via Zoom)
In May of 2023, Israel will be celebrating 75 years since its establishment.
Get ready now with a look at the roots of the Jewish State and its amazing
growth and achievements: the chalutzniks who turned the desert into
an oasis, the thinkers who articulated the dream, the community builders
who transformed dreams into reality and the citizen-soldiers who
sacrificed everything.
This roundtable discussion, led from Israel live on Zoom, will provide
participants the chance to consider their personal relationship with the
State of Israel - a miracle in our midst.
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ISRAEL AND ZIONISM
Can the word Zionism be reclaimed?
Rediscover the wonder of Israel with our
special, Israel-based guides who will share their
perspective on the past, present and future of
the Jewish state.

JEWISH CULTURE
Jews in the News with Rabbi John Levi
Fortnightly on Wednesday mornings from 16 February
10.30am-12.00pm (in person only)
Rabbi Levi is back for more in his series, Jews in the News.
Hear what Jews are talking about. A casual kibbitz that takes you around the
world and onto the front pages of the newspaper.

Jewish Culture Street Festival (In One Voice)
Sunday 20 March
The Australian Jewish community is bursting with extraordinary talent,
creativity, and contribution to both Australian and Jewish life. In One Voice
celebrates this wonderfully unique culture.
In One Voice is an inclusive festival, co-presented by SKIF and Kadimah, that
promotes social cohesion and community understanding, catering for all age
groups, and bringing together Australians of all backgrounds, along with all
members of the Jewish community, regardless of political, social, and
religious differences.
At the In One Voice festival you can listen to a wide range of genres of Jewish
music, try delicious traditional Jewish foods, chat to community groups about
the services and programs they offer and much more!

Jewish International Film Festival (JIFF)
2 March – 3 April
JIFF means connecting with faith and culture through film. It’s a contemporary
way to explore the unique culture, challenges and triumphs that have faced the
Jewish nation through time; as well as a time to attend, with family and friends, a
light-hearted entertainment that delves into Jewish culture.
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CONTINUED

TBI Day at Classic Cinemas
Tango Shalom (“best comedy of Montreal Independent Film Festival”)
Sunday 13 March at 2.20pm (tickets are strictly limited, register today)

BYO Yoga mat and water bottle

TBI Jam Session
Saturday 16 July at 7.00pm (held at TBI)
Come out of the cold and into a red-hot jam session featuring your favourite TBI
singers and musicians. Sing-along with Hebrew, folk and rock favourites. Bring
your favourite adult beverage and we’ll provide the nosh. The evening will begin
with everyone’s favourite, Havdalah!

Return to Anatevke Film Event
Sunday 13 November at 2.00pm (held at TBI)
Just over 50 years since it was first released, bring your friends, grab some
popcorn and watch Norman Jewison’s classic, Fiddler on the Roof, starring the
incomparable Topol. See Fiddler as if for the first time, preceded by a special
Tevye talk with Rabbi Gary at 1.15pm.
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Embodied Spirit Yoga with Rachel Goldenberg
First Friday of each month 5.00-6.00pm
4 March, 1 April, 6 May, 3 June, 1 July, 12 Aug, 2 September, 7 October

Moshe Yehuda is a Chasidic Rabbi and amateur hora dancer, desperate to save
his Hebrew school from bankruptcy. After a chance encounter with a local
dance instructor who is also in financial strife, Moshe turns to a televised tango
competition as the solution. A heart-warming, eclectic and joyous story of
dance, passion and community.
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JEWISH CULTURE

No cost; RSVP required; number of participants limited to 10-15 people

Connect deeply to your Judaism through
Embodied Spirit Yoga, a unique yoga practice
to nourish your body, mind, heart, and soul.
A taste of yoga and a great way to enter
the Shabbat space at TBI. Through gentle
movement, breathwork and meditation you’ll
awaken connection to deeper aspects of the
self and explore your spirituality.
In each session during the year, we will
integrate the practice of yoga with a different
Jewish theme. Taking place on erev Shabbat
each month, the practice will prepare you
physically and mentally for a mindful, calming,
peaceful day of rest. Embodied Spirit Yoga is
an invitation to learn, heal and grow individually
and as a community.
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VIRTUAL TRAVEL

Two-Minute Torah
with Rabbi Gary J Robuck

Auschwitz Virtual Live Tour (via Zoom)

Weekly during the Shabbat morning service

A unique, two-hour learning experience about the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Concentration Camp, using historical footage, Holocaust survivor testimonies,
panorama pictures and modern animation, combined with virtual reality
tools, to teach about the horrors that happened in the world’s most infamous
concentration camp. The group tours are live, led by expert tour guides in
Poland, who can answer questions and interact with participants6.

Join Rabbi Robuck during each Shabbat morning for a short, sharp look at the
meaning and background of some of our tradition’s most common synagogue
prayers and concepts. Inspired by the series, My People’s Prayer Book edited by
Rabbi Lawrence A Hoffman (Jewish Lights Publishing),
Two-Minute Torah will gradually increase our familiarity and appreciation for our
people’s heritage of prayer. Shabbat service attendees will proceed through an
A-Z Lexicon: 52 words, one for each week! Arrive early for the Shabbat morning
service and stay alert: Two-Minute Torah flies by before you know it.

Lunch and Learn
with Cantor Michel Laloum
My People’s Prayerbook
Mondays at 12.00pm (via Zoom)
An exploration of Jewish liturgical tradition using My People’s Prayer Book as
the primary resource. This class is held online. The lunch is strictly BYO!
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SYNAGOGUE SKILLS

Time and date to be confirmed

Virtual Israel
with Shari Robins, Licensed Israel Tour Guide
Sunday evenings at 7.30pm 19 June and 26 June (via Zoom)
Spend June in Israel this year without the hassles and uncertainty of travel.
Shari has escorted tour groups through the length and breadth of Israel for
nearly 30 years. Jump aboard and see Israel as you have never seen her before.

19 June: ANU--the Museum of the Jewish People: Formally called the
Diaspora Museum, ANU highlights Jews living in Israel and around the world as
part of one Jewish story.

26 June: Through the Five Senses: Tour Israel through the lens of

The Art of Leyning (Haftarah and Megillot)
with Cantor Michel Laloum

mindfulness, focusing on how our senses can help us experience more deeply.
Learn about Israeli innovations when the senses are lacking.

Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm (Term 4)
TBI is fortunate to enjoy a deep bench of qualified Torah readers, gifted in the
art of cantillation (Torah). Ready to take on a new challenge? Work with Cantor
Laloum to prepare readings for the haftarah on Shabbat and Festivals and
those musical systems (trope) required for special festival readings such as
Esther, Lamentations and Ruth.

A cost applies and numbers are limited. Rabbi Robuck has taken this tour in 2021 and recommends its

6
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educational value. Sensitive subject matter may not be appropriate for everyone.
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BESPOKE TORAH
Table for Eight
with Rabbi Gary and Jocelyn Robuck
Monthly
Invite friends and family to your home or a location of your choosing to consider
topics of common interest. Share ideas and build friendships over books, film
or text. Have a nosh or meal. Choose your own adventure. Contact the rabbi
now to lock in a date, time, and to discuss your interest. Want to make it even
simpler? Invite Rabbi Gary to present one of as many as 19, 1hr PowerPoint
lessons – you choose the subject.

The Roots of Jewish Environmentalism
with Rabbi Dean Shapiro
Thursday evenings at 7.30pm 24 February, 24 March, and 28 April (via Zoom)
Judaism calls on us to respect and tend to the natural world. In this threesession course, we’ll consider ancient texts and meet contemporary activists,
grounding our obligations to Planet Earth in the Jewish tradition.

Jewish Grandparents Network AU
with Rabbi Gary and Jocelyn Robuck
First Fridays of each month at 10.00-11.30am, beginning 1 April
The Jewish Grandparents’ Network, founded in the US by Lee Hendler
and David Raphael, has created a vast online community that seeks to
“engage, educate, and celebrate grandparents as an essential influence in
Jewish family life”. Come together at TBI in 2022 with grandparents from all
backgrounds and traditions to embrace the diversity of today’s Jewish families
and the challenges and opportunities we share.
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Wednesdays at 12.30-1.30pm (once a month) beginning 27 April
Join with Rabbi Gary J Robuck and Cantor Michel Laloum for a playful look
at some of Judaism’s most curious questions. Based upon the series by the
same name by Rabbi Alfred Kolatch and inspired by AskMoses.com (no, we’re
serious), participants will have fun discovering the background behind common
and some not-so-common Jewish practices.

REGISTER TODAY
Registration is required for many of our 2022 course offerings.
To do so and to stay in touch with any changes to the program, visit
tbi.org.au and check out our weekly newsletter.

How can we keep our classes and special programs free
to our members?
Should you be in a position to support Jewish learning through a financial
contribution in whatever amount or even wish to establish a “Chair” in Jewish
History, Hebrew or Rabbinic Literature, please speak with Rabbi Gary J Robuck.

Is there anything else on offer in 2022?
Absolutely. The classes and programs described here do not reflect everything
that is on offer. Dates and times may change and Covid may effect our ability
to stage in person events. Watch the Rabbi’s Desk, our TBI weekly newsletter,
the Kol Yisrael magazine and our website for updates on our classes, social
programs, services and fun.
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The Jewish Book of Why (Lunch and Learn)
with Rabbi Gary J Robuck and Cantor Michel Laloum

OUR GUEST INSTRUCTORS
Rachel Goldenberg (Embodied Spirit Yoga), a former staff member at TBI is thrilled to be involved
again with the congregation. Rachel is trained in vinyasa and yin yoga, Pilates and meditation.
Her life has been enriched by the learning and teaching of philosophy, pranayama (breath work),
meditation and asana (physical postures). Please contact Rachel for enquiries on 0411 952 777 or
rachelgoldenbergyoga@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook or instagram @rachelgoldenyoga.
Dr Simon Holloway is the Head of Education at the Jewish Holocaust Centre, Melbourne. He spent six
years as an Education Officer at the Sydney Jewish Museum, where he lectured on Nazi racial science,
Jewish resistance and the history of the Holocaust. Simon also serves as a sessional academic at the
University of Sydney, from whom he received a doctorate in Classical Hebrew and Biblical Studies.
In his free time, Simon is an avid student of the Babylonian Talmud, and an equally avid consumer
of fantasy fiction.
Rabbi Esther Jilovsky, PhD, was ordained by Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in
2021. Before leaving Australia for rabbinical school, she was a very involved member of TBI, including
restarting Young TBI, regular leyning and teaching adult education. She is currently Rabbi of Temple
Sinai in Wellington, New Zealand, and will be moving there in the coming months. Rabbi Jilovsky
holds a PhD in German Studies from the University of London. She is the author of Remembering the
Holocaust: Generations, Witnessing and Place (2015) and co-editor of In the Shadows of Memory:
The Holocaust and the Third Generation (2016), as well as many articles.
Peta Jones Pellach, a fifth generation Australian, made Aliyah in 2010. She is Senior Fellow of the
Kiverstein Institute, Director of Educational Activities for the Elijah Interfaith Institute, secretary of
the Jerusalem Rainbow Group for Jewish-Christian Encounter and Dialogue, a co-founder of Praying
Together in Jerusalem and a teacher of Torah and Jewish History. She has visited places as exotic as
Indonesia and Iceland to participate in and teach inter-religious dialogue. She also broadcasts weekly
on SBS radio (Australia) with the latest news from Israel. Her other passions are Scrabble and Israeli
folk-dancing.
Shari Robins is an oleh from the US (1984) and a veteran Israeli tour guide who has worked hard to
navigate from the in-person to virtual space. Shari combines a warm personality, a deep knowledge
and love of Israel with a devotion to storytelling. Shari’s tours are always a deeply relatable experience.
Travellers will come away from their tour with a greater appreciation and knowledge of both ancient
and contemporary Israel.
Rabbi Dean Shapiro directs The Joseph Project for the Global Future, based at Arizona State
University. He is a contributor to the forthcoming anthology The Sacred Earth: Jewish Perspectives
on Our Planet and is a graduate of Hebrew Union College and Harvard College. Recently, Rabbi Dean
has relocated to New Zealand where he serves as Rabbi of Beth Shalom in Auckland.
David Slucki is an author and historian based in Melbourne, Australia. He is the Loti Smorgon
Associate Professor in Contemporary Jewish Life and Culture at Monash University. Most recently,
he is author of Sing This at My Funeral: A Memoir of Fathers and Sons (2019) and co-editor of Laughter
After: Humor and the Holocaust. He writes about Holocaust survivors, Jews in the post-war world,
and Jewish comedy.

19

back to

tbi.org.au
(03) 9510 1488
76-82 Alma Road
St Kilda VIC 3182

THE TBI L’DOR VA’DOR FOUNDATION PROUDLY SUPPORTS
LIFELONG LEARNING THROUGH ITS SPONSORSHIP OF THIS YEAR’S
BACK TO SCHOOL, BACK TO SHULE EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVE

