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Mazal tov on making the 
significant decision to get 
married! We are honoured 
that you are considering a 
TBI wedding.

A Jewish wedding is full of meaningful rituals, 
symbolising the beauty of the couple’s relationship, 
as well as their commitment to each other and to 
the Jewish people.

Weddings at TBI honour our heritage while 
encouraging couples to express their individuality. 
Couples learn about the rituals and rites of Jewish 
marriage and adapt them to make them personally 
meaningful.

A TBI WEDDING

TRADITION YOUR 
WAY



 
The TBI Wedding Guide has been prepared to help 
you organise your wedding, and to clearly explain 
each step of the process. This period in the lead up 
to the wedding should be as exciting and stress-
free as possible. We hope you will find this Guide 
helpful in understanding the process of planning a 
meaningful wedding that reflects you as a couple. 

The TBI Wedding Guide includes the 
following material:

• Form A: Wedding Checklist and 
Service Agreement

• Form B: Aufruf (Call-Up) Request

• Form C: Chuppah Schedule of Fees

• TBI Membership Application Form and 
Information (if applicable)

• The Notice of Intended Marriage (Form 13)

• Glossary 

Please read all the information 
carefully before you make an 
appointment with the Rabbi. We 
want your wedding arrangements to 
proceed as smoothly as possible, so 
that you can enjoy the lead up to the 
wedding as much as the day itself.

HOW 
THIS 
GUIDE 
CAN  
HELP 
YOU



There are many unique and special customs 
associated with Jewish weddings. One thing that 
sets apart a Jewish wedding is the chuppah, or 
canopy, under which the bridal couple stands 
during the ceremony. The chuppah is made of silk, 
velvet or similar material hung like a small ceiling 
from four poles. The chuppah may be decorated 
with flowers.

The chuppah represents many things. In biblical 
days the bridal couple were led to a specially 
prepared tent to spend their wedding night and the 
chuppah may represent that first home. It may also 
stand for the tallit, or prayer shawl, which a groom 
used to cover his bride, as a symbol of his offering 
her protection. Primarily, however, the shelter 
provided by the chuppah is a symbol of the Jewish 
home that the bride and groom will create together.

The Jewish wedding consists of two ceremonies - 
betrothal and marriage. The wedding begins with 
a welcome to the bride and the groom: Bruchim 
haba’im. Often the bride circles the groom three 
times, representing the threefold expression of 
betrothal in the prophet Hosea: “I betrothe you to 
me forever...”  
A traditional blessing, Mi Adir, is sung at this 
point, and the Rabbi may address the couple and 
their family and friends. The Rabbi then recites the 
blessing of betrothal over a cup of wine. Often the 
parents are invited to give the bride and groom a 
sip from the cup. The bride and groom exchange 
rings, each reciting the betrothal pledge: “Behold, 
you are consecrated unto me by this ring, according 
to the Law of Moses and Israel”. While traditionally 
the groom gives the ring to the bride as a symbol 

CUSTOMS AND 
TRADITIONS 



of the price that he paid for her, the double ring 
ceremony that we perform today emphasises the 
egalitarian nature of a progressive Jewish wedding,  
as well as the mutual affection and commitment of 
the bride and groom to each other.

Following the ceremony of the rings, the Rabbi 
reads the ketubah, or marriage contract. The 
ketubah includes the date and place of the 
ceremony, the names of the bride and groom, 
and the vows that they have entered into. 
In addition, there is sometimes a personal word 
from the Rabbi to the couple at this point in 
the ceremony.

After the reading of the ketubah, the seven 
wedding blessings (sheva brachot) are recited. 
These blessings end with praise of God who has 
created joy and gladness, groom and bride, love 
and companionship, pleasure and delight, peace 
and harmony.

At the conclusion of the seven blessings, both bride 
and groom again drink from the same cup of wine. 
Finally, a glass is placed on the floor, and the groom 
breaks it under his foot. The ceremony is over and 
the guests shout: ‘Mazal Tov! Good Luck!’

Many reasons are given for the custom of smashing  
the glass. Some scholars say it has to do with the 
ancient belief that this will keep away evil spirits. 
Some view it as a reminder of the destruction of 
the Temple in Jerusalem. Others see it as a symbol 
of the fragility of life; even on the most joyous 
occasions we must remember that life includes 
sorrows. The couple is challenged to play their part 
in making the world whole.

A Jewish marriage is seen as a partnership between  
the bride, the groom and God.

The unique symbols and blessings, 
rooted in tradition, express the hope 
that the future will be a bright and 
joyous one for the couple.



MAKING THE APPOINTMENTS

To begin the arrangements for your wedding, you 
will need to discuss your plans with the Rabbi who 
will be conducting the ceremony. 

Please contact TBI on 03 9510 1488 or info@tbi.org.
au to arrange an appointment to register for your 
wedding. Please ensure that you see the Rabbi at 
least eight to ten weeks before your wedding to 
complete all the paperwork.

ORGANISING 
YOUR WEDDING



FIRST APPOINTMENT

The Rabbi can assist you with preparing for  
your wedding by: 

Ensuring that all legal requirements have been met 
so that the Notice of Intended Marriage can be 
registered. (The paperwork required for registration 
is listed below.)

Recording all your details for the synagogue’s ritual 
requirements. The officiating Rabbi will arrange a 
date for your wedding aliyah (aufruf), and assist you 
with selecting those special people you may wish 
to honour. They can also help you to arrange the 
kiddush or reception that follows the ceremony.

Helping you to make decisions regarding locations 
for the ceremony (in the synagogue hall or 
courtyard or other private space), musical choices, 
filming and floral arrangements. 

LEGAL MATTERS

Commonwealth Government regulations require 
that the legal document ‘Notice of Intended 
Marriage’ must be registered between 18 months 
and one month plus one day before the wedding 
day, and in the presence of both partners.

The Rabbi can assist you with completing the 
relevant legal paperwork. You will need to provide 
the necessary documents and information listed 
in this Guide under ‘Required Documents and 
Details’. This paperwork must be submitted at least 
one month and one day prior to your wedding, or 
your wedding will not be able to proceed on your 
chosen date.



REQUIRED DOCUMENTS AND DETAILS

• NOIM (Form 13): Names of the bride, 
the groom and the parents of the bride 
and groom.

• For a person born in Australia: A birth 
certificate or extract.

• For a person born overseas: A birth certificate 
or passport issued by a government of an 
overseas country, showing the date and 
place of the party’s birth (if unavailable, 
please bring a statutory declaration attesting 
your age and identity).

• Divorce certificates, civil and religious 
(if applicable).

• Death certificate of deceased spouse 
(if applicable).

• Conversion certificate (if applicable).

• Both parents’ ketubot (Jewish Marriage 
Certificates) or other Jewish identification. 

If you do not have these documents, please contact 
the office; without them we cannot register 
your Notice of Intended Marriage.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A 
CHUPPAH WEDDING

If you are already married to one another according 
to civil law and are now proceeding with a 
religious wedding, you need to provide only the 
following documentation:

• Civil marriage document.

• Names of the bride, the groom and the parents 
of the bride and groom. Please note: we require 
Hebrew names, including mothers’ Hebrew 
names. Example: Moshe ben Aharon u’Miriam / 
Aviva bat Shimon v’Sara. 

• Conversion certificate (if applicable), or parents’ 
Ketubot, or other Jewish identification. Even 
if the conversion took place at a Progressive 
Judaism Victoria Bet-Din, we will need to view 
the certificate.



MEETING WITH THE RABBI

Both partners will meet with the officiating Rabbi 
at least three times before the wedding. Your first 
meeting should take place as early as possible.

The purpose of the first meeting is for you and 
the Rabbi to get to know each other. This informal 
discussion will give you a chance to “connect” with 
the Rabbi and to decide whether he or she is a good 
fit for the sort of ceremony that you would like. The 
Rabbi will then help you to tailor the proceedings to 
your preferences.

PREPARING FOR THE WEDDING

Most Rabbis affiliated with Progressive Judaism 
Victoria (PJV) offer couples the opportunity to 
participate in Prepare/Enrich (prepare-enrich.com.
au), a program designed to help couples learn more 
about themselves and their relationship. Prepare/
Enrich is a detailed multi-choice questionnaire 
that can identify some of the strengths in your 
relationship, as well as areas that might need work. 
It has proved to be helpful in giving couples insight 
into issues they might confront in their married 
partnership. Prepare/Enrich is an online activity 
that takes approximately one hour to complete. A 
processing fee applies for Prepare/Enrich.

If you choose not to participate in Prepare/Enrich, 
your Rabbi will still want to explore the issues of 
marriage with you. You are encouraged to share 
with the Rabbi your feelings about partnerships, 
childrearing, and the place of Judaism in your lives.

FINAL MEETING WITH THE RABBI

At this meeting the Rabbi will discuss the details of 
the wedding ritual to ensure that you understand 
the process, and so that your ceremony proceeds 
as desired. If you have completed Prepare/Enrich, 
the confidential results will be discussed at 
this meeting.

A Jewish wedding ceremony always includes 
certain elements, as described at the beginning of 
this guide. Any questions you may have about the 
ceremony should be raised at this meeting.

SYNAGOGUE MEMBERSHIP

As you begin your married life together, we 
would encourage you to become members of TBI. 
Synagogue membership is a meaningful step 
towards creating a Jewish life and home together 
as part of a warm and welcoming community. 
Information about Synagogue membership and its 
benefits is included in your Wedding Kit.



AUFRUF: WEDDING ALIYOT

You may choose to start your wedding celebrations 
with the traditional aufruf. The aufruf is a festive 
occasion for the whole community, an opportunity 
to congratulate the couple and share in the joy of 
the wedding to come. The bride and groom may 
be called to the Reading of the Torah on a Shabbat 
morning prior to the wedding. Immediate members 
of the bride’s and groom’s families (normally 
parents) may be honoured with a further aliyah.

Those called to the Torah should wear a tallit and 
appropriate synagogue attire, and be able to read 
the brachot (blessings) for the Torah reading.

A lovely custom is to invite an 
additional four members of the 
family or close friends to hold a tallit 
over the betrothed couple during 
their wedding aliyah, as a symbol 
of their approaching chuppah.

When choosing people to hold the tallit above 
you during your wedding aliyah, please consider 
that they must be able to hold it up high for 
several minutes.

Invitations for aliyot will be sent by the TBI office to 
the people you have chosen.

Please complete the Aufruf Request Form (Form B) 
so that we may review available dates for your call-
up.

ORGANISING YOUR KIDDUSH

It is traditional for the couple or their parents 
to host the congregational Kiddush following 
their aufruf, so that they may share their joy and 
celebration with the entire congregation. The 
Kiddush generally consists of light refreshments 
and can be tailored to your preferences.

The wedding couple/family will be expected to 
pay for 25 of the congregation in addition to 
any invited guests.Please discuss your Kiddush 
requirements with the office. We will contact you 
before the aufruf to confirm all details.

BEDEKEN AND SIGNING 
THE DOCUMENTS

Bedeken is an intimate and private ceremony that 
precedes the chuppah. Traditionally it is when 
the groom lifts the veil of his bride-to-be, to be 
sure that she is the woman he intends to marry, 
and then replaces her veil while reciting a short 
blessing. In recent years the bedeken has also 
provided couples an opportunity to gather together 
with immediate family and close friends and really 
set the tone for the celebration. 

In many cases the bedeken is also the moment 
when the formal wedding documents are reviewed 
and signed.

THE CHUPPAH

The wedding begins with a welcome to the bride 
and groom, and to their family and friends. The 
Rabbi then recites the blessing of betrothal over a  

THE  
WEDDING DAY



 
cup of wine. The bride and groom exchange rings, 
and the ketubah (marriage contract) is publicly 
read. After the reading of the ketubah, the seven 
wedding blessings (sheva brachot) are recited. At 
the conclusion of the seven blessings, both bride 
and groom again drink from the same cup of wine. 
Finally, a glass is placed on the floor, and the groom 
breaks it under his foot. The wedding ceremony 
itself takes only 20–25 minutes, but it is seen as a 
sacred and solemn ceremony and should be treated 
as such.

YICHUD

In some communities it is traditional to escort 
the bride and groom, now husband and wife, to a 
private room immediately following the ceremony, 
so that they may have an opportunity to spend 
a few moments in each other’s company (Yichud 
means alone-together).

For couples who have fasted until 
the ceremony, Yichud is the first 
opportunity for the couple to eat 
together as a married couple.

THE WITNESSES

Two witnesses must sign each of your marriage 
documents, both the civil certificate and the 
ketubah (Jewish marriage contract). You do 
not need the same two witnesses for the two 
documents; you can choose to have different people 
witness your civil certificate and your ketubah.

The witnesses for the civil documents must be 
Australian citizens over 18 years of age and may 
be related to the bride and groom. The witnesses 
who sign your ketubah must be Jewish, must 
be able to sign their names in Hebrew, and 
cannot be immediate relatives (they cannot be 
parents, siblings or children of either the bride or 
the groom).

YOUR KETUBAH

The ketubah, or Jewish marriage contract, is one 
of the central items of the marriage ceremony and 
an important legal document in Jewish law. It sets 
out the rights and obligations of the partners in 
the marriage.

The synagogue will provide you with a standard 
ketubah as a matter of course, but you may prefer 
a more elaborate, personalised ketubah, which 
is a piece of art in itself and suitable for framing 
to hang in your home. You may wish to write 
your own wedding vows to be included in your 
own personalised ketubah. In this case, you must 
consult with the Rabbi to have them translated and 
incorporated into your personalised ketubah. 

If you are interested in obtaining a 
personalised ketubah, please speak 
to the Rabbi as soon as possible, as 
art ketubot must be ordered from the 
artist well in advance of the wedding.



THE WEDDING VENUE

A wedding at TBI (76-82 Alma Road St Kilda) 
can accommodate up to 800 people in the Main 
Sanctuary (450 downstairs and 350 upstairs), 
300 in Slome Hall, and 110 in the Friedlander 
Synagogue/Cultural Centre.

You may also hold your wedding ceremony in a 
private home or private garden, with the approval 
of the officiating rabbi, but not in public venues 
such as hotels, restaurants or reception halls. The 
intention is to preserve the religious character 
of the ceremony and to ensure that it remains an 
impressive event for everyone.

Please note that you must arrange for four 
people to hold the posts of the chuppah during an 
outdoor ceremony. If there is inclement weather, 
the wedding will be held indoors using the same 
chuppah. If an outdoor wedding is planned, there 
must be provision for inclement weather.

THE WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY

We ask you to ensure that your guests and 
any professional photographers that you hire 
understand and respect our policy regarding 
photography during the ceremony.

The PJV congregations do not allow wedding 
ceremonies to be ‘taken over’ by cameras, flash 
lights and photographers. We accept their use for 
the bridal procession, the signing of the certificate 
and the breaking of the glass. Please discuss the use 
of a video camera with the officiating rabbi.

We ask you to ensure that at all times the 
photography remains as unobtrusive as possible.

For those guests unable to attend your wedding, 
TBI offers live streaming of the ceremony, footage 
of which is available at a small additional cost.

POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES



FLORAL DECORATIONS

You may wish to decorate the chuppah and sanctuary 
with flowers. Provision can be made for your florist 
to have access to the synagogue before the wedding 
to put up the decorations, but please note that all 
florist costs are at your expense. There may be a 
charge incurred for the caretakers’ time in opening 
the synagogue.

Please note that:

• a protective covering must be provided by the florist 
to protect the synagogue floor from water stains.

• only the posts of the chuppah may be decorated - 
nothing is to be attached to the canopy.

TIME TO MAKE A WILL

Many people do not realise that marriage will nullify 
an existing Will, unless the Will was specifically 
drafted with the marriage in mind. After your 
marriage, consult a legal adviser and make a new Will. 
If you do not have a Will, this is an appropriate time to 
draft one.

NOTIFYING OTHERS OF THE CHANGES

In the excitement preceding the wedding, it is easy 
to overlook some important items that may affect 
you after your marriage. You will be changing your 
single status, perhaps your address, and there may 
also be name changes. You should update your car 
registration and drivers licence, and notify your banks, 
superannuation funds, health insurance providers, 
Medicare, passport office, and clubs and organisations 
to which you belong.



PART 1 BEDEKEN

• What is the location of the bedeken? 

• Does the room have at least a table and 
three chairs?

• Are you going to serve any drinks at the bedeken?

• The groom and family will be in the room at least  
15 minutes before the bedeken, but how and 
when will the bride arrive?

• Will the bride wear a veil?

• What ketubah are you using, and will it need 
calligraphy work done in advance?

• Can you both sign your names in Hebrew,  
or will you need help?

• Who are your religious witnesses? Are they 
both Jewish?

• Who are your civil witnesses? Are they 
both Australian?

PART 2 CHUPPAH

• What chuppah will you use?

• Do you have pole holders?

• What is the order of your processional?

• Will you circle? Whom and how many times?

• Will you use your own kiddush cups (if so,  
one or two)?

• What rings will you use? Who will hold them  
during the ceremony?

• What is the order of the recessional?

PART 3 YICHUD

• Have you found a location for yichud?

• Will there be food?

• When will you take photos?

CHUPPAH 
QUESTIONS 
FOR THE COUPLE
The following questions are designed to help you start your 
discussion about the traditions, ritual and logistics of making 
your wedding day truly and personally significant. 



OTHER QUESTIONS?

• Do you have a list of all the photos that you want?

• Will you have an MC running the day, or someone to keep you on time?



GLOSSARY 
Aliyah –  honour of being called to the Torah

Aufruf –  honour of being called to the Torah a week prior to the wedding

Bedeken –   an intimate and private ceremony that precedes the chuppah

Chuppah – the canopy under which a Jewish wedding takes place

Ketubah –  marriage contract

Kiddush –  refreshments following a synagogue service

Sheva brachot – seven blessings bestowed upon the couple at their wedding

Yichud –  the first opportunity for the now-married couple to spend a short   
 time alone together after the wedding ceremony.



NOTES
 

Jot down any questions that you might have for the Rabbi:



Temple Beth Israel 
76-82 Alma Road, St Kilda VIC 3182 

03 9510 1488      info@tbi.org.au

tbi.org.au


